








The Game of the Name
(From the introductory pages)

To illustrate in some detail how NuSpel can remove all ambiguity and doubt re-
garding pronunciation, a few paragraphs and a short creative exercise from Update
to Alpha Power* are excerpted below.  If a shaped-up alphabet succeeds in shaping
up our enunciation, it will greatly extend the limits of our potential lexicon, which is
the largest in the world and growing at a very rapid rate, with neologisms from tech-
nology, science predominating plus many others from sources as diverse as slang
and marketing.

Speakers of German have a beautiful way of referring to their lexicon as their
Wortschatz (their word treasure). Every language’s sounds should be thought of as a
treasure too.  As speakers of English, we are the inglorious possessors of an alpha-
bet that scandalously devalues our Lautschatz (stock or treasure of speech sounds),
one of the greatest treasures a people can have. Of inestimable value! For speech,
oratory, poetry, theater, song—for utterance and expression of all kinds. 

What a treasure, the voiced palato-alveolar grooved fricative consonant of pleas-
ure, azure, illusion! You’d think we’d love it enough to give it a letter of it own! Zsa
Zsa... Leisure... Luge... How lovely! How luxurious (lugzhoorious)! If lack of a letter
hasn’t totally prevented us from using it word-initially and word-finally, it has come
very close. Let’s experiment with just this one new expanded alphabet letter to see
how it can dramatically increase our inventory of syllabic word-building blocks while
enhancing our lexicon aesthetically. This sample, of necessity, will be very brief. Addi-
tional demonstrations could be made with other phonemes** of our language sim-
ilarly bereft of symbols of their own.

Adding < > (as in occasion) to the consonant-vowel sequences of English creates
innumerable dazzling new strings of pearls for our treasure—hypothetical ones that
can become real. Like extras waiting largely unappreciated in the wings, syllables in-
corporating < > and other left-out letters will come on stage and perform brilliantly if
given a semblance of recognition and long overdue invitations inscribed with their
very own letters.

The use of bold type or an accent mark to indicate primary stress (accent) would
be an invaluable aid to children, to foreigners trying to learn our language, and all
the rest of us who typically stumble over the pronunciation of unfamiliar words (oper-
cular or opercular, for example). This device would be employed only to mark depar-
tures from the rather regular stress patterns of our language. You might identify the
most prominent vowel in the words below according to your infallible feel for this and
argue it out with someone. In lieu of listing many thousands of possible meanings for
the new stocks of lexical treasures waiting to be added to our language, this will be
presented as a small matching exercise.

*Now in the process of revision. **Phonetically differentiated speech sounds heard
by natives as being the same; in English, unaspirated p of spin, for example, con-
trasted with the aspirated p of pin.



The Game of the Name (Continued)

All of the items below are nouns except for an interjection and a verb, included as
token examples of how English can be enriched by the addition of all kinds of new
expressions spelled the 21st century way. One of the purposes of this exercise is to
demonstrate that “coloring” (the subjective effect produced by the visual appearance
or sound of a given word), however this may be analyzed and explained, is already
present in every neologism that may appear. To some extent this is idiosyncratic, de-
pending on each individual’s “lingual life” but reflecting shared perceptions. Compare
the match-ups that you make with those of others. Some of the new words may
evoke something from French, German, Spanish, Portuguese.... Examples: neige a
l’aube (snow at dawn), mächtig (mighty), joie si belle (joy so beautiful), beijinho (little
kiss), vaya (indeed, you don’t say!). As you doubtless have noticed, just as with
alpha-numerical telephone systems, etc., NuSpel opens up new possibilities for vir-
tual domains. I have dibs on  myself. Isn’t that smooth? Suave?

Next            NuSpel Home Page    

http://www.nuspel.org/phonics_spelling.pdf
http://www.nuspel.org



